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A federal appeals court ruled Thursday that Saudi Arabia and four of its princes cannot be held
liable in the Sept. 11 attacks even if they were aware that charitable donations to Muslim groups
would be funneled to al-Qaida.

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said the defendants were protected by sovereign
immunity and the plaintiffs would need to prove that the princes engaged in intentional actions
aimed at U.S. residents. 

Lawsuits seeking billions of dollars in damages were filed by representatives, survivors and
relatives of the victims against foreign governments, charities, financial institutions and
individuals believed to have provided support to al-Qaida.  
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