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On August 5, 1981, President Ronald Reagan fired every member of the air traffic controllers
union (PATCO) who'd defied his order to return to work and declared their union illegal. They
had been on strike for just two days.

It was a bold and brash move. No one had ever tried it. What made it even bolder was that
PATCO was one of only three unions that had endorsed Reagan for president! It sent a shock
wave through workers across the country. If he would do this to the people who were with him,
what would he do to us?

  

Reagan had been backed by Wall Street in his run for the White House and they, along with
right-wing Christians, wanted to restructure America and turn back the tide that President
Franklin D. Roosevelt started -- a tide that was intended to make life better for the average
working person. The rich hated paying better wages and providing benefits. They hated paying
taxes even more. And they despised unions. The right-wing Christians hated anything that
sounded like socialism or holding out a helping hand to minorities or women.

        
    -  The super-rich will make more, much much more, and the rest of you will scramble for the
crumbs that are left.   
    -  Everyone must work! Mom, Dad, the teenagers in the house! Dad, you work a second job!
Kids, here's your latch-key! Your parents might be home in time to put you to bed.   
    -  50 million of you must go without health insurance! And health insurance companies: you
go ahead and decide who you want to help -- or not.   
    -  Unions are evil! You will not belong to a union! You do not need an advocate! Shut up and
get back to work! No, you can't leave now, we're not done. Your kids can make their own
dinner.   
    -  You want to go to college? No problem -- just sign here and be in hock to a bank for the
next 20 years!   
    -  What's "a raise"? Get back to work and shut up!  
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And so it went. But Reagan could not have pulled this off by himself in 1981. He had some big
help:

  

More...
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http://rense.com/general94/daythemiddle.htm

