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I write this from the darkness of solitary confinement in Egypt’s most notorious prison, where I
have been held for more than three years. I am forced to write these words because an inquiry
is underway in the United States regarding charges that the Muslim Brotherhood, an
organization to which I have devoted years of my life, is a terrorist group.

We are not terrorists. The Muslim Brotherhood’s philosophy is inspired by an understanding of
Islam that emphasizes the values of social justice, equality and the rule of law. Since its
inception in 1928, the Brotherhood has lived in two modes: surviving in hostile political
environments or uplifting society’s most marginalized. As such, we have been written about,
spoken of, but rarely heard from. It is in that spirit that I hope these words find light.

      

We are a morally conservative, socially aware grass-roots movement that has dedicated its
resources to public service for the past nine decades. Our idea is very simple: We believe that
faith must translate into action. That the test of faith is the good you want to do in the lives of
others, and that people working together is the only way to develop a nation, meet the
aspirations of its youth and engage the world constructively. We believe that our faith is
inherently pluralistic and comprehensive and that no one has a divine mandate or the right to
impose a single vision on society.
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