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Over 5 million barrels of oil was released into the ocean during the BP Deepwater Horizon oil
spill, and up to 620,000 barrels may now be on the ocean floor, a new study finds.

The study, done by geochemists at the University of California, Santa Barbara, looked at
sediment samples from the Gulf of Mexico and located evidence of the chemical Hopane, which
indicates the presence of crude oil. It was known that 2 million barrels of the 5 million barrels
spilled had not been collected, and the researchers determined between 4 and 31 percent of
the 2 million barrels has reached the ocean floor.
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