Wildfires prompt Brown to declare state of emergency in California
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Gov. Jerry Brown declared a state of emergency for all of California in the wake of at least 18
wildfires that killed one firefighter and drove hundreds of people from their homes.

California's record drought, now in its fourth year, has "turned much of the state into a
tinderbox," he said.

The emergency declaration, which included the activation of the California National Guard, will
speed up help for thousands of firefighters, Brown said Friday.

The U.S. Forest Service said David Ruhl, an engine captain from South Dakota's Black Hills
National Forest, died while battling the Frog Fire that broke out Thursday in the Modoc National
Forest about 100 miles south of Oregon. The fire quickly grew to consume 800 acres.
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