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But in fact, prescriptions, and all the information on them — including not only the name and
dosage of the drug and the name and address of the doctor, but also the patient’s address and
Social Security number — are a commodity bought and sold in a murky marketplace, often
without the patients’ knowledge or permission.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/09/business/09privacy.html?_r=2

