Evidence in Terror Cases Said to Be in Chaos
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A former military prosecutor said in a declaration filed in federal court yesterday that the system
of handling evidence against detainees at Guantanamo Bay is so chaotic that it is impossible to
prepare a fair and successful prosecution.

Darrel Vandeveld, a former lieutenant colonel in the Army Reserve, filed the declaration in
support of a petition seeking the release of Mohammed Jawad, an Afghan who has been held at
the military prison in Cuba for six years. Jawad was a juvenile when he was detained in Kabul in
2002 after a grenade attack that severely wounded two U.S. Special Forces soldiers and their
interpreter.
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