Former Mossad Chief Compares West Bank Israeli Settler Violence to That of Nazis During Holocaust
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Tamir Pardo, the former chief of Israel’s powerful Mossad intelligence agency, drew
international attention on Monday by saying that what he withessed during a tour of the
Occupied West Bank reminded him of the treatment of the Jewish people during the Holocaust
by Nazi Germany in the 1930s ad 40s.

Pardo, who served as Mossad director from 2011 to 2016, expressed sorrow and shame over
what he saw, invoking his Jewish family’s history.

Observers noted that Pardo’s statements—which echo, at least in certain key ways, those of
experts and humanitarian advocates who have documented the abuses in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories (OPT)—would come under harsh rebuke by the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) or other pro-Israel hardliners in the United States if spoken by others.

“The former head of the Mossad is comparing the actions of Israeli settlers in the occupied West

Bank to Nazis in the Holocaust,” said journalist Mehdi Hasan. “If someone said that in the West
they’d be accused of antisemitism under the IHRA definition.”
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