Pope's brother admits hitting students
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Monsignor Georg Ratzinger, brother of Pope Benedict XVI, admitted hitting students while he
was director of the most prominent Catholic boys' choir in Germany. The allegations of abuse of
children in Germany have raised questions about Pope Benedict, who spent his early career as
a professor of theology and bishop of Munich before becoming a top Vatican official in 1982.

Ratzinger denied knowing boys were sexually abused. He said the choirmaster was "a king
without a kingdom" in the school hierarchy and that the tone was set by the "very violent"
headmaster who served from 1953 to 1992. One former student, Franz Wittenbrink, now a
composer, has described the headmaster as a sexual sadist.
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