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Welcoming Abbas, as participants recorded the encounter on their cellphones, Netanyahu said
of his attendance: “It’s something that I appreciate very much on behalf of our people and on
behalf of us.”

But Abbas’s rare visit to the city, a short drive through Israeli military checkpoints from
Ramallah, in the occupied West Bank, seemed unlikely to yield anything more than
handshakes.

      

Israeli-Palestinian negotiations have been frozen since 2014 and Netanyahu and Abbas, deeply
divided over Jewish settlement on land Palestinians seek for a state and other issues, have not
held face-to-face talks since 2010.

Abbas was given a front-row seat between European Council President Donald Tusk and
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban. Obama briefly greeted the Palestinian leader with a kiss
on each cheek before walking down the line to stand next to Netanyahu.
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/shimon-peres-funeral_us_57ee1387e4b082aad9baa408?section=&amp;

