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Israel is assassinating Iranian nuclear scientists as part of a covert war against the Islamic
Republic's illicit weapons program, the Daily Telegraph on Tuesday quoted Western intelligence
analysts as saying. The British daily said Israel's Mossad espionage agency was rumored to be
behind the death of Ardeshire Hassanpour, a top nuclear scientist at Iran's Isfahan uranium
plant, who died in mysterious circumstances from reported "gas poisoning" in 2007.

Other recent deaths of important figures in the procurement and enrichment process in Iran and
Europe have been the result of Israeli "hits", intended to deprive Tehran of key technical skills at
the head of the program, according to the analysts.
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