Why the US media ignored Murdoch's brazen bid to hijack the presidency
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Did the Washington Post and others underplay the story through fear of the News Corp
chairman, or simply tin-eared judgment?

So now we have it: what appears to be hard, irrefutable evidence of Rupert Murdoch's ultimate
and most audacious attempt — thwarted, thankfully, by circumstance — to hijack America's
democratic institutions on a scale equal to his success in kidnapping and corrupting the
essential democratic institutions of Great Britain through money, influence and wholesale abuse
of the privileges of a free press.

In the American instance, Murdoch's goal seems to have been nothing less than using his
media empire — notably Fox News — to stealthily recruit, bankroll and support the presidential
candidacy of General David Petraeus in the 2012 election.

Thus in the spring of 2011 — less than 10 weeks before Murdoch's centrality to the hacking and
politician-buying scandal enveloping his British newspapers was definitively revealed — Fox
News' inventor and president, Roger Ailes, dispatched an emissary to Afghanistan to urge
Petraeus to turn down President Obama's expected offer to become CIA director and, instead,
run for the Republican nomination for president, with promises of being bankrolled by Murdoch.
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