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In an exclusive interview tonight on MSNBC's "Countdown with Keith Olbermann," former NSA
analyst Russell Tice says that the agency under the Bush administration secretly collected
communications data on civilians, including journalists. Following is a transcript of tonight's
interview:

OLBERMANN: It has taken less than 24 hours after the Bush presidency ended for a former
analyst at the National Security Agency to come forward to reveal new allegations about how
this nation was spied on by its own government, exclusively here on COUNTDOWN.

  
Our third story tonight, Russell Tice has already stood up for truth before this evening as one
source for the revelation in 2005 by the "New York Times" that President Bush was
eavesdropping on American citizens without warrants. Tonight, the next chapter for Mr. Tice, a
chapter he feared to reveal while George Bush occupied the Oval Office, that under the collar of
fighting terrorism, the Bush administration was also targeting specific groups of Americans for
surveillance, non-terrorist Americans if you will.

OLBERMANN: Let's start with the review. We heard the remarks from Mr. Bush in 2005, that
only Americans who would have been eavesdropped on without a warrant were those who were
talking to terrorists overseas. Based on what you know, what you have seen firsthand and what
you have encountered in your experience, how much of that statement was true?

TICE: Well, I don't know what our former president knew or didn't know. I'm sort of down in the
weeds. But the National Security Agency had access to all Americans' communications, faxes,
phone calls, and their computer communications. And that doesn't -- it didn't matter whether you
were in Kansas, you know, in the middle of the country, and you never made a communication
-- foreign communications at all. They monitored all communications.
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