Contractors in Iraq could face charges in earlier incidents
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Private security contractors operating in Iraq could face Iraqi prosecution for acts committed
when they supposedly had immunity from Iraqi law, U.S. officials said Thursday.

A new U.S.-lraq security agreement doesn't specifically prevent Iraqi officials from bringing
criminal charges retroactively in cases such as the September 2007 shooting deaths of 17 Iraqi
civilians by contractors protecting a State Department convoy, officials told security company

officials during meetings in Washington Thursday.
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